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A Parish Pastoral Council 
It seems opportune at this stage to reflect, once again, on what exactly is a Parish Pastoral 
Council (PPC). 
 
Much has been written since Vatican 2 on this topic but, in very simple terms, a PPC is a 
faith-filled leadership group through which  priests and people work together as co-
responsible partners in furthering the mission of Christ in their own parish. It involves a 
committed group of people of God (clergy, religious and lay people) being called upon to 
review pastoral matters, reflect on them thoroughly and collaborate in planning the way 
forward for the parish. The PPC should be a representative body in which the diversity of the 
whole parish community is reflected. It is a means whereby all parishioners can take part in 
discussions that relate to the spiritual and pastoral development of the parish. The Council is 
“Pastoral” in that its primary concern is pastoral issues, not  administration, buildings,  
management or finance. 
 
Specific responsibilities of the PPC include: 

• discerning the pastoral and spiritual needs of the parish community and involving 
the whole parish in response to these needs 

• supporting parishioners in understanding and living their baptismal call as 
followers of Christ 

• providing structures that will bring together the pastoral and spiritual needs of the 
parish with the talents of parishioners and the resources in the parish 

• ensuring that effective dialogue takes place within the parish, the Pastoral Area, 
the Diocese and the wider community 

• reviewing annually the contribution it is making in the life of the parish. 
 
Here, in St. Bernadette's Parish, our PPC Mission Statement proclaims: 
 “We, the Pastoral Council of St. Bernadette's Parish, inspired 
 by the love of Jesus, will try to develop a vibrant and inclusive 

spiritual community which welcomes the active participation 
 of everyone in the faith life of the parish.” 
 
PPC members commit to attend meetings regularly: these are kept brief and very focussed. 
The members grow in knowledge of the parish and its mission and aim to emulate Christ and 
HisWay. In the monthly meetings, a prayerful atmosphere is crucial and members will spend 
the opening period of each meeting in prayer, invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit and 
listeningto, and reflecting upon, a gospel reading and related homily. 
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Membership 
PPC membership during the current year is:   
 
 Very Reverent Paul Armstrong P.P. President of the Council  
 Joe McGinnity, Chairman   Una Lynch 
 Michael Goodall, Vice-Chairman  Gerry Steele 
 Michael Doherty, Secretary   Eamon Foster 
 Marie McIvor     Marie Moriarty 
 
World Meeting of Families 2018 
During this past year, the work of the Council has been carried out in the recognition that the 
World Meeting of Families would be taking place in Dublin this summer.  
 
The Faith and Life Convention, attended by a number of Council members in September 
last, set the scene with its strong emphasis on the family and its essential role in promoting 
our faith. 
 
St. Bernadette's 50th Anniversary 
In October we saw the very successful celebration for the 50th anniversary of the opening of 
St. Bernadette's Church and our PPC was able to give some assistance for this extremely 
memorable occasion. 
 
Pastoral Area 
We have become familiar in recent years of the concept of “Pastoral Areas” and with the 
formation n of the South and East Belfast Pastoral Area Forum last autumn another step was 
taken in this development. Fr. Armstrong and Joe McGinnity currently represent St. 
Bernadette's Parish on the forum which includes 
  
 
Lenten Programme 
As always, a main focus for the PPC each year is the preparation for our annual Lenten 
Programme. The programme chosen this year was the Parish Conversation initiative, Let's 
Talk Family!  Let's Be Family!,  a preparation for the forthcoming World  Meeting of 
Families. It invited participants to reflect on 'The Joy of Love', an exhortation on the family 
prepared by Pope Francis after worldwide consultation, which encourages us all to reflect 
upon our experience of family life. Video production difficulties forced a delay to our 
commencement of the planned six sessions and, subsequently, a reduction to four. However, 
we did our very best in the circumstances and parishioners who attended benefited greatly. 
The PPC is extremely grateful for the support shown by our parishioners for the Lenten 
Programme each year. 
 
Lenten Calendar 
In preparation for Easter, the PPC produced and distributed a Lenten Calendar which 
contained a prayer focus for each of the days leading to the great feast. The calendar is 
always well received by parishioners. 
 
Looking To The Future 
Four members, having served varying lengths of time, have decided to stand down from 
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the PPC as this term comes to an end. Their commitment over many years is deeply 
appreciated and their leaving provides an opportunity to bring in new members and thus 
ensure that the work of the PPC  is kept vibrant in the years to come. If you would like 
to be involved in the work of the Council, please accept our warmest invitation to 
approach Fr. Armstrong. 
  
Conclusion 
This is a short overview of the work undertaken by the PPC during the last year. If any 
parishioner would like more  information about our aims and objectives, or would like to 
make suggestions regarding our future work, please do not  hesitate to speak to any member 
of the council. 


