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Foreword 
 

Parishioners and all who claim family and other links to St Bernadette’s Parish will 

remain forever thankful to the creators of this booklet and in particular to Patricia 

Kernaghan for the fruits of her research, graciously acknowledged and deftly 

incorporated in this most worthy publication.  A beautifully produced commemorative 

booklet to mark the Fiftieth Anniversary of the opening of St Bernadette’s Church, it 

will stand as worthy tribute to the heritage of the parish and in particular to the building 

and refurbishment of this Parish Church which is of special interest in the history of 

Church architecture as renewed by the Second Vatican Council.  
 

If a Golden Jubilee permits celebration and commemoration on the part of many who 

have a living memory of an event, such as the opening of St Bernadette’s, the occasion 

awakens a curiosity about earlier generations, times and centuries.  It is a therefore an 

immense pleasure to find in this booklet an overview of the religious history of the area 

in which St Bernadette’s is situated.  
 

In a few riveting and beautifully illustrated pages the history traces the rich and 

changing heritage of the area and landscape of St Bernadette’s Parish over the centuries.  

The reader is introduced to the religious heritage of the area, to sites and place names 

that resonate with community habitation, religious rites, Christian devotion and cult, 

monastic life, the arrival of the sixteenth century Reformation, the effective 

disappearance of Catholicism from the area and its gradual re-emergence in the mosaic 

of Christian life, presence and places of worship in South Belfast.    
 

The Fiftieth Anniversary of any Church is an important milestone in the life of a parish.  

This certainly applies to St Bernadette’s and to all who have contributed either 

individually, as a family or as a member of a parish committee over more than half a 

century.   It is a wonderful testimony to the tenacity and forward thinking of parishioners 

that this Fiftieth Anniversary is also marked by a very significant refurbishment of the 

beautiful stained glass windows and by the internal ordering of the Church.  This 

immense work and labour of love provide tangible proof of the commitment of so many 

to a vision of the mission of the Church amidst all the challenges faithful Christians face 

in contemporary society.  
 

On this occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of St Bernadette’s Church, I pray God’s 

blessing on all the families who have raised their children and their children’s children 

in this parish, on the many societies, committees and individuals, parishioners, friends 

and benefactors, who have given so unstintingly of their time, talents and resources in 

the service of the parish.  Together with them I give thanks for the pastoral guidance of 

clergy and religious down through the decades, not least to the current Parish Priest, Fr. 

Paul Armstrong, who along with so many parishioners conceived and ensured a worthy 

celebration of St Bernadette’s Golden Jubilee. 

 

+ Noel Treanor 

Bishop of Down and Connor  
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A Short History of St. Bernadette’s Church 
 

With thanks to Patricia Kernaghan for her research which forms the basis of this text. 

 

An architectural commentator recently described St. Bernadette's Church as “a quiet 

anomaly in Knockbreda, South Belfast”.  Situated just off Belfast's ring road and set 

among mainly 1950s and 60s residential housing, it forms a prominent landmark and an 

architecturally interesting presence amid its suburban surroundings.  In a similar vein, 

the government’s listed buildings department has said that “St. Bernadette’s is of special 

architectural interest as an exceptionally well detailed and proportioned mid twentieth 

century church”.  So how did this huge, striking and unique building come to be built on 

this hillside in this corner of the city? 
 

The earliest associations with Christianity in this area appear to date to the foundation of 

the church Ráth Easpaig Fhinnich.  Finnich was a bishop who is believed to have been 

delegated by St. Patrick to oversee this part of County Down.  In his “Historical Account 

of Down and Connor” (1878-1895), Monsignor James O’Laverty pinpointed the 

probable site of this church as being what was then a field in Gilnahirk (Éadan Ghiolla 

na hAdhairce – “Hill face of the horn-bearer”) known locally as “Graveyard Field”.  

This field is now part of the site of Our Lady and St. Patrick’s College, Knock, and 

indeed the remains of a graveyard were discovered there during building work in 1970.   

 

There is clear evidence of a subsequent church at Knock dedicated to St. Colmcille, on a 

hill (at Knock Burial Ground just off the outer ring) then known as Cnoc Cholm Chille 

from which the area gets its name.  This hill is thought to have been previously the site 

of a pagan burial mound, and there was at one stage also probably an abbey on that site. 

 

The next parish to the west was An Bhréadach (a word meaning broken or fragmented 

land, which came to be the name of a Cruithin tribe in the area), and the site of its 

church, together with the remains of a cemetery, can still be seen in Belvoir Park Forest.  

 

The parishes of Cnoc and An Bhréadach were merged in 1658 to form the (by then 

Church of Ireland) Parish of Knockbreda, which remains the civil parish in which St. 

Bernadette’s stands today, extending from the Lagan to Knockbracken in the south and 

Tullycarnet in the east.  An Bréadach church was in ruins by this point, but Cnoc church 

was used on an intermittent basis by the Church of Ireland until Knockbreda Parish 

Church (on what is now Church Road, near Forestside shopping centre) opened in 1737. 

 

As a result of the plantation and the reformation, Catholicism in the area went into a 

serious decline in the seventeenth century, with all accounts showing that very few 

Catholics lived in Knockbreda for around 200 years.  During this time regular use of the 

Irish language in the area died out and English became the main means of 

communication.  In the early nineteenth century numbers of Catholics finally began to 

grow, the first concrete sign of which was a priest being appointed to neighbouring 

Holywood in 1811, who initially celebrated Mass in parishioners’ homes. 
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 A stylised view from 1837 

looking towards Belfast 

from the hill known locally 

as Mount Michael.  

Knockbreda Parish Church 

is on the left and the Long 

Bridge (later replaced by 

Queen’s Bridge) over the 

River Lagan into Belfast can 

be seen in the distance, 

close to early industry at 

Short Strand to its right.  

Buildings are also visible in 

Belfast itself. 

 

St. Bernadette’s Church is 

built on the other side of the 

hill in the right foreground. 
 

In 1834 - five years after Catholic emancipation - it was recorded that 231 Catholics 

lived in the large area covered by Knockbreda civil parish, most of whom would have 

been farm labourers or domestic servants.  In 1835 Fr. Anthony Cosslett was appointed 

as first parish priest of Holywood and Ballymacarret, which included the area of 

Knockbreda civil parish and had a church at Holywood as well as the original St. 

Matthew’s Church in Short Strand, which was at that time outside Belfast.  For the first 

time since the reformation had taken hold in north east Ireland around 200 years earlier 

the Catholics of Knockbreda now belonged to a parish, officially had a priest, and could 

celebrate the Eucharist on a regular basis.  (It should be noted that some had no doubt 

attended Mass in the original St. Mary’s, Chapel Lane, which had opened in 1784.) 

 

Holywood and Ballymacarret parish was merged with the Parish of Belfast in 1866 (the 

city of Belfast having been officially extended across the River Lagan in 1853).  Thirty 

years later, Fr. Robert Crickard was appointed as parish priest of the newly-formed Holy 

Rosary Parish, with Holy Rosary Church on Ormeau Road opening two years later in 

1898.  At that time Holy Rosary Parish stretched from the railway bridge on Ormeau 

Road out into the countryside, including the land on which St. Bernadette’s stands.  The 

next parish to the south was Saintfield, the ancient Parish of Drumbo (now Drumbo and 

Carryduff) only being reinstated during the Second World War. 

 

There was rapid growth in the Ormeau area in the first half of the 20th century and after 

the end of the Second World War major plans were laid for housing expansion in the 

rural part of Holy Rosary Parish, particularly in Cregagh, Rosetta, Newtownbreda and 

Belvoir, and on the hills at Beechgrove/Glencregagh and Mount Michael/Four Winds. 

 

As a result, a local businessman, Peter Woods, offered the diocese two and a half acres 

of land on which to build a church, school and parochial house.  The site at the corner of 

Rosetta Road and what was then a quiet country road called Hillfoot Road was 
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purchased in May 1954 by Holy Rosary Parish, following legal action to remove a 

restrictive covenant which excluded the construction of a church or school.   

 

Two years later, work began on the building of St. Bernard's Primary School which 

opened on 1st May 1958.  The need for a Catholic primary school in the area was clearly 

demonstrated by the initial enrolment of 280 pupils, with seven teachers.  By the 

beginning of the following school year pupil numbers had risen further and an eighth 

teacher was employed.  The school's success is reflected in the fact that, sixty years from 

its opening, pupil numbers have risen to almost 450. 

 

With St. Bernard's School thriving, the next step was a fundraising plan for the building 

of a church on the site.  The large growth in Catholic population in the area had resulted 

in the modestly sized Holy Rosary Church bursting at the seams, and its replacement by 

the then Good Shepherd Convent Chapel in 1980 was not at all envisaged at that time.  

Under the leadership of Holy Rosary Parish Priest Canon John O’Neill and his successor 

Fr. Daniel Murphy, parishioners were asked to donate one shilling a week towards the 

cost of the church, while other activities to generate funds took place.  These included a 

bazaar, organised by a women's committee which raised £7,500 (a six figure sum in 

today’s terms) in just one night.  A key change during the planning process was the 

decision that the church’s patron be St. Bernadette, rather than the originally-intended 

St. Bernard, and so the seeds of the building’s strong links to Our Lady were sown. 
 

A very visible result of the lengthy 

fundraising and planning efforts was 

commencement of work on St. 

Bernadette’s Church in 1964.  The 

shell of the building was already well 

advanced by the time the foundation 

stone (clearly visible on the left side 

of the sanctuary) was blessed and laid by Bishop William Philbin of Down and Connor 

on 8th September 1965 - the Feast of the Birth of Our Lady.  Among the attendees was 

today’s chief celebrant, the then recently-ordained Fr. Anthony Farquhar, a native of 

Holy Rosary Parish.  Remarkably, colour video footage exists from this ceremony. 
 

 



6 
 

Work proceeded over the following two years under the watchful eye of the building’s 

architect Brian Gregory, and on 28th October 1967 Bishop Philbin returned to bless the 

church, in a short ceremony in advance of its dedication the following day.  Holy Rosary 

Parish Priest Archdeacon Daniel Murphy presided, assisted by parish curates Fr. Liam 

Mullan (who had been assigned as the main priest for St. Bernadette’s), Fr. Francis 

McCorry, and Fr. Richard O’Rawe.  

 

Exactly fifty years ago today, on the Feast of Christ the King (at that time celebrated a 

month earlier than now), the church was opened and dedicated by Bishop Philbin.  The 

principal celebrant was Monsignor Patrick Mullally.  During the Mass Bishop Cahal 

Daly of Ardagh and Clonmacnoise (a previous and subsequent resident of Holy Rosary 

Parish) preached on the role of religious education in schools in bringing love, 

forgiveness and reconciliation to divided communities.  The music for the Dedication 

Mass was provided by the Belfast Gaelic Choir (conductor Gerry O’Rawe) and the Holy 

Rosary Parish Choir (directed by Danny Burke), with organists Bob Leonard and Fr. 

Noel Watson.  Bob Leonard and Gerry O’Rawe then served respectively as 

organist/choirmaster in St. Bernadette's between 1967-78 and 1988-2004. 
 

 
 

After the Mass, guests proceeded to a reception in the Windsor Hotel, Knocknagoney. 

 

In the spirit of the Second Vatican Council, and in recognition of the great efforts made 

across the parish and beyond to get to that day, parishioner George Black spoke on 

behalf of the laity at both Mass and reception. 

 

A series of evening Masses was then held that week, each on a specific theme and with a 

visiting priest.  This included Fr. Brendan McMullan, then a teacher in St. Malachy’s 

College and now living in St. Bernadette’s Parish in his retirement, who preached at a 

Mass for Youth. 
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In an Irish News article marking the church's opening, the architect, Brian Gregory, son 

of Padraic Gregory who designed the interiors of several Catholic churches in Belfast, 

describes it as a very plain building, simple in design, in line with the general 

development of ecclesiastical architecture in Ireland “both by reason of its simplicity 

and the use of modern materials, and also its alliance with contemporary artists who 

brought a fresh idea to old themes”.  This was not Brian Gregory’s first large-scale ultra-

modern church assignment.  Together with his father, he had previously designed the 

Cathedral Church of Christ the King in Johannesburg, which was dedicated in 1960.  

Whilst that building has a more traditional shape, it shares many attributes with St. 

Bernadette’s including very striking stained glass windows, extensive use of marble and 

terrazzo, and large swathes of concrete and brick. 

 

The exterior of St. Bernadette’s, in its simplicity and with the use of concrete as the 

main building material, is generally referred to as an example of the architectural style 

known as Brutalism.  Inside, the church's fan-shaped structure is large enough to 

accommodate around one thousand people, all of whom are within 60ft of the altar and 

have a clear view of it.  This style is in keeping with the renewed liturgy of the Second 

Vatican Council which had recently concluded.  The size of the church, measuring 105ft 

by 105ft at its extremities, also made it the largest parish church in Down and Connor, 

an honour which it retains to this day. 
 

The interior with its play of light and colour 

provides a marked contrast to the mainly 

monotone exterior.  The 40ft high ceiling enhances 

the impression of spaciousness.  The stained glass 

windows in concrete panels were designed by Fr. 

Charles Norris OSB and manufactured by him and 

his Benedictine colleagues from Buckfast Abbey.  

Using the method of dalle de verre or slabs of 

glass, they reflect the Alpha and Omega in a range 

of vibrant colours, culminating in a vivid cross in the centre (see front cover).  The 

church is specifically oriented such that on a bright day the morning sun through the 

(clear) clerestory windows high above the altar shines directly onto the sanctuary wall, 

illuminating it during the time at which Mass is normally celebrated.  In the days around 

midsummer the high sun through those windows lights up the tabernacle itself. 
 

Several well-known artists were commissioned to 

furnish the church.  The sculptor Elisabeth Frink 

designed the figure of Christ above the sanctuary.  

This nine foot high bronze figure departed from 

tradition in having no Cross.  The figure itself 

suggests a cross by the arrangement of the limbs, 

and it hangs free from a cable attached to the 

ceiling.  In this way, the artist's intention was to 

portray the all-embracing, outstretched arms of 

Jesus.   
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Frink, who went on to become one of the most acclaimed sculptors 

of the 20th century, also designed and crafted the bronze floor-

mounted candlesticks and sanctuary lamps, while Dublin artist Ray 

Carroll was responsible for the reliefs which now hang in the main 

porch.  Ian Stuart carved (on railway sleepers) an image of St. 

Bernadette kneeling in front of Our Lady, and the separate figures 

of Our Lady with the infant Jesus, and St. Joseph. 

 

Whilst architectural commentators were (and still are) unanimous in expressing their 

delight at what they saw as a triumph of modern design, engineering and art, it is fair to 

say that not all of the original and subsequent parishioners were as enthusiastic, or were 

fully comfortable with the building’s starkness and size.  However, there can be no 

denying that Brian Gregory fully succeeded in his aims of designing a simple yet 

powerful structure which brings a fresh idea to old themes, whilst on a more practical 

level accommodating the burgeoning number of Massgoers in the area. 

 

Although the church had opened and was 

largely complete, more than half of the 

£181,000 (around £3 million in today’s 

terms) cost was still outstanding in loans, and 

fundraising continued largely unabated.  

However, three weeks after the opening Mass 

many of those who had contributed time and 

money so generously over the years took a 

well-earned break to attend a thank you 

dinner in central Belfast in recognition of 

their loyalty to the project. 
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As more funding became available, further work was undertaken to complete the final 

details of the building.  Most notably, the Stations of the Cross by Nell Pollen were 

inaugurated at a ceremony in December 1970. 

 

With funding required for five parish schools (a sixth planned for Newtownbreda did not 

materialise) and a new youth club (Rosario) there were many competing pressures on 

parish finances.  As a result, it was not until January 1977 that Fr. Robert Murphy (Holy 

Rosary Parish Priest since the death of Archdeacon Daniel Murphy in 1973) was able to 

write to parishioners to say that “As a result of your donations I am in the happy position 

of being able to tell you that our beautiful Church of St. Bernadette’s is now free from 

debt”.  And so the project to finance and build a church on this hillside was finally 

complete, after more than 20 years.  However, there was to be no rest from fundraising 

for the parishioners of Holy Rosary as the same letter announced that the acquisition of 

the Good Shepherd Convent chapel was nearly complete and that £250,000 was required 

to undertake this project.  (After substantial remodelling that building was rededicated as 

a Parish Church on 7th October 1980, the Feast of the Most Holy Rosary.) 

 

St. Bernadette's remained as part of Holy Rosary Parish 

until 1988, when it became a parish in its own right, with 

its own Parish Priest, the first of whom was Fr. Fred 

MacSorley (pictured right).  Fr. MacSorley immediately set 

about giving the new parish its own identity, and his most 

significant achievement in this regard was the funding and 

construction of the Parish Centre.  The building, which was 

opened by Bishop Anthony Farquhar in 1994, 

complements the adjacent church in both scale and style. 

 

Fr. MacSorley remained until his retirement in August 

2003 when Fr. Paul Armstrong was appointed.  Since then 

Fr. Armstrong has served the parish single-handed, as the 

shortage of priests in Down and Connor resulted in St. 

Bernadette's no longer having an assistant priest.   

 

Several ordinations have taken place in the parish over the years and have included those 

of Kevin McGarry to the SMA order on 2nd June 1979, Thomas McGlynn to diocesan 

priesthood on 27th June 1993, and Tony Coney - an altar server at the Dedication Mass in 

1967 - who was ordained a Columban missionary on 22nd January 1995.   

 

The 25th anniversary of St. Bernadette’s was celebrated on 25th October 1992, when 

many of the priests who had previously served in the church returned to concelebrate 

Mass.  The chief celebrant was Archdeacon Robert Murphy, who had been Parish Priest 

of Holy Rosary until his retirement from that role in 1988, after which he remained in 

the parish as a curate.  Former Holy Rosary curate Fr. John Forsythe preached on the 

subject of growth, including recounting how the building of the church had been like a 

family expecting the birth of a new baby, with everyone excited and involved. 
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Archdeacon Robert Murphy pictured (centre) with concelebrants of the Silver Jubilee 

Mass: (left to right) Fathers Fred MacSorley, Malachy Murphy, John O’Sullivan,  

Noel Watson, Brendan Murray, John Forsythe, Joseph Conway and Liam Mullan. 

 

Over the years, there has been great interest from both near and far in this strikingly 

modern and unusual building.   
 

On Easter Sunday 1968, less than six months after 

the opening, BBC Television broadcast Songs of 

Praise from St. Bernadette’s, featuring renowned 

singer Bernadette Greevy, one of many TV and radio 

broadcasts.   

 

The Ulster Orchestra were frequent visitors, until 

they grew too large to be accommodated at the front 

of the church.  A particular source of pride for the 

people of St. Bernadette’s was when a packed church 

hosted the Holy Thursday Mass of Chrism in 2003, 

whilst St. Peter’s Cathedral was closed for 

renovation.  To this day there are visits by 

architecture students and by devotees of Dame 

Elisabeth Frink, and the high quality 360 degree tour 

of the church that is now available on the parish 

website allows people who are not able to visit it 

physically to experience the building. 
 

In contrast to the very many happy occasions, Requiem Mass for curate Fr. James 

Downey was celebrated on 2nd December 1991, and that for Brian Gregory took place on 

23rd March 2005 - in the church which he had designed over 40 years earlier.  On 11th 

February 2009 members of the parish and diocesan communities gathered here in 

particularly large numbers to pay their last respects to Fr. Fred MacSorley at his funeral. 
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The fact that the church building lasted for almost half a century without any major 

renovations being required, and despite it being the target of sectarian violence in the 

early 1970s and having been affected by large bomb explosions nearby, is testimony to 

the skills of the architect, engineers and builders and to the quality of their work and 

craftsmanship.  However, when St. Bernadette’s was in its fifth decade it was clear that 

significant renovation work was going to be required.  The flat roofs had always posed 

practical problems in terms of drainage and required complete replacement.  The sheer 

size of the building, and the minimal insulation in the roof, also posed major heating 

challenges in winter, notwithstanding the benefit of a pleasant coolness in summer.  The 

original underfloor heating system proved only moderately effective and difficult to 

maintain and had been replaced by wall-mounted gas heaters.  Although unsightly, these 

were more effective, but they had gradually stained the brickwork above them and also 

generated large amounts of water vapour which caused damage over time, in particular 

to the organ.  The windows also posed a major challenge, with gradual degradation of 

the seals surrounding the glass. 

 

Fr. Paul Armstrong and the Parish Finance Committee resolved to undertake a 

substantial refurbishment in time for the church’s 50th anniversary.  Securing the 

required funding was a huge undertaking but - as with the initial construction of the 

church - persistence eventually paid off.  The overall cost is now in the order of a million 

pounds, a very substantial investment in the future for the parish and the diocese and all 

(due to grant applications being unsuccessful) without any public funding. 

 

Progress finally became fully visible to parishioners when in August 2015 the 

implementation of the project 

commenced and the church 

(apart from the sacristy) 

closed until March 2016, with 

Mass being celebrated in the 

Parish Centre.  Weddings, 

funerals and Christmas Vigil 

Mass were transferred to 

Good Shepherd Church - an 

echo of St. Bernadette’s first 

21 years when it was part of 

Holy Rosary Parish. 

 

The main phase of 

refurbishment involved the 

restoration of all the stained 

glass in the main panels - over 25,000 pieces of dalle de verre glazing and the 

surrounding material.  The cleaning aspect of this process made the church noticeably 

brighter, and a further benefit was the removal of the draughts caused by loose or 

missing glass.  On another practical level the heating difficulties were finally resolved by 

a new and unobtrusive ceiling-mounted heating system with backup heaters hidden in 
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two former confessionals, and by completely new and properly insulated exterior 

roofing.  Refurbished seating and kneelers, new furniture and fittings, and high quality 

cleaning and polishing of the altar and flooring marble and terrazzo completed the 

restoration of the interior to an “as new” state.  Full consideration was also given to 

developments in liturgical thinking, and as a result the baptismal font was moved to a 

more prominent position. 

 

There was great joy in the parish on the 

Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, 

29th May 2016, when Bishop Noel 

Treanor, Bishop Anthony Farquhar and 

Fr. Paul Armstrong concelebrated the 

formal reopening Mass.  Appropriately 

the weather was bright and with the 

strong sun the refurbished windows and 

church interior were visible in their full 

glory. 

 

Further external restoration work was 

undertaken in 2016 and 2017, including 

replacement of all steps and ramps to 

meet current accessibility regulations 

and with materials that are fully in 

keeping with the main body of the 

building.  Most visible - and symbolic - 

was the removal of the lower level 

window grilles which had been installed 

in the 1970s in response to sectarian 

strife in the area and repeated 

vandalism.  With this and the recent 

removal of the hedge which previously 

restricted the view from the ring road, 

St. Bernadette’s again stands properly visible to passers by as an icon of hope and faith. 

 

Further work this year saw the organ, installed by the Irish Organ Company for the 

opening and on which the years had taken a heavy toll, being fully rebuilt and 

substantially extended.  This work was undertaken by the Pipe Organ Preservation 

Company of Ireland and included installation of additional sets of pipes taken from 

organs in churches elsewhere which had closed. 

 

The overall refurbishment project was overseen by Kennedy Fitzgerald Architects, 

whose project architect David Rooney stated that “The modernist church is B+ listed due 

to its national and international interest and for its use of innovative construction 

techniques”, referring to the building having become listed in 2012.  The B+ listing puts 

it in the most important 10% of listed buildings in Northern Ireland.   
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For the church’s golden jubilee year it was 

decided to augment the original interior fittings, 

using the best available artists and materials in 

line with the original vision of Holy Rosary 

Parish and architect Brian Gregory.  In keeping 

with the refurbishment as a whole was the 

commissioning of a new tabernacle and 

surround, installed in May.  These were designed 

by Dublin-based sculptor Mark Ryan and artist 

Maree Hensey to give the sanctuary some colour 

and softness.  In the sculptor's words, “I have 

taken some of the colours that are so vibrant and 

uplifting in the glasswork at the back of the 

church, and used them to create a soft and warm 

setting for the Blessed Sacrament”.  The theme 

of the Burning Bush was selected for the 

tabernacle and its setting, and the tabernacle 

itself was sculpted in a rich polished cast bronze, 

set on a punched Mourne granite pedestal.   
 

To complement this striking installation, the Parish commissioned from iconographer 

Philip Brennan an icon for each of the side chapels.  The icon of Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help was commissioned on 30th May in a Mass celebrated by Bishop Anthony Farquhar.  

The icon of the Sacred Heart was dedicated at a Mass offered on 13th June by Fr. John 

Forsythe, maintaining his longstanding association with the church.   

 

 
 

 

Another highlight of the 50th anniversary celebrations occurred on 19th May when 

leading local choir Cappella Caeciliana, diocesan priest Fr. Eugene O’Hagan and 

organist Stephen Hamill presented a concert to an enthusiastic audience of nearly 500 

people, including many first time visitors to the church.  Under the title “Hail 

Gladdening Light”, the theme of light ran through the concert, in recognition of the 

refurbished windows and of the spiritual symbolism of light itself. 
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Since becoming an independent parish in 1988, St. Bernadette's has continued to 

develop, with the estimated parish population now standing at around 3,500.  Although 

the church building is the heart of the parish, and stands as testimony to the faith of past 

and present priests and parishioners, it is faith in action which radiates out from the 

church.  This can be seen in the support given by parishioners to the various 

organisations.   The Parish Pastoral Council was formed in 2006 and has adopted the 

following as its mission statement: “We the Parish of St. Bernadette, inspired by the 

Gospel, seek to give witness to God's Word.  In so doing we will strive to enhance the 

spiritual, pastoral and community life within the Parish, enabling all parishioners to 

grow in their relationship with God and with one another”.  Other organisations within 

the parish include the Apostolic Work, Youth Club, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 

Bereavement Support, the Choir, Folk Group, Children’s Liturgy Group and Children’s 

Choir, plus teams covering Sacristy, Altar Serving, Reading, Eucharistic Ministry, 

Eucharistic Adoration, Do This in Memory of Me, Finance, Maintenance, Cleaning, 

Flower Arranging and a very active Retirement Association.  Of particular note is 

parishioners’ very generous support through the parish Third World Group over many 

years for Fr. Tony Coney’s missionary work in Peru where he oversees St. Bernadette’s 

Children’s Centre in Lima, which he set up in 1997.   
 

As can be seen from the variety of parish organisations, St. Bernadette's Parish Family 

aspires to be an inclusive community catering for a range of people who are at different 

stages in their faith journey.  These include the young, middle-aged, elderly, single and 

married people, families, the divorced and separated, the sick, the bereaved, those in 

active employment and the unemployed.  Another significant group to whom the parish 

tries to reach out are those parishioners who have become disillusioned with the 

institutional Church, or who have simply drifted away and lost contact with the parish.  

The aim of the parish is to develop still further our call to holiness by our sense of caring 

for each other, praying together, learning more about our faith and reaching out to our 

sisters and brothers in neighbouring Churches (most particularly through longstanding 

involvement in the Ballynafeigh Clergy Fellowship).  The last fifty years have seen great 

changes within the Church, and also tremendous progress within St. Bernadette's as a 

result of the collaborative efforts made by priests and lay people.  The parish can look 

forward with confidence to the next fifty years with, at its heart, an inspirational and 

welcoming building where the Eucharist can be celebrated in a worthy and appropriate 

manner. 
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MASS FOR THE GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATION 

OF THE DEDICATION AND OPENING OF  

ST. BERNADETTE’S CHURCH 
 

Entrance Hymn                                                              Margaret Daly 

  
 

CHOIR: Come, people of God, with joyful song, praise God the Father of all. 

Baptised in Christ, reborn in him, our hearts are filled with joy. 

He cleanses our sin, renewing our lives. 

ALL: Church of God… 
 

CHOIR: The church is built with living stones with Christ as cornerstone. 

In him we trust who makes us one, uniting us in love. 

We build on the rock of faith in Christ. 

ALL: Church of God… 
 

CHOIR: As heirs of Christ, redeemed by love we wait for his return. 

A priestly people offering praise to God, the source of hope. 

For Jesus is Lord, Our Saviour and God. 

ALL: Church of God… 
 

CHOIR: As water springing from the rock once brought God’s people life, 

The living water given by Christ creates our lives anew. 

So come you who thirst to springs of new hope. 

ALL: Church of God… 
 

CHOIR: May fragrant smoke of incense rise to fill this house of prayer. 

May we who gather find true peace, God's presence filling our lives. 

Our hearts lift with praise, our lips sing in joy. 

ALL: Church of God... 
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Introductory Rites 
 
Bishop: In the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
Bishop: The grace and peace of God be with all you in his holy Church. 
 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Bishop: Coming together as God’s family, with confidence let us ask the  

Father’s forgiveness, for he is full of gentleness and compassion. 
 

All: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous 
fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  
all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

Bishop: May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins 
  and being us to everlasting life. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 

 
Lord Have Mercy    Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes, Paul Décha 
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Gloria                Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes, Jean-Paul Lécot 

 
 
Cantor: Glory to God in the highest,  

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
 We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you. 
 We give you thanks for your great glory, 
 Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
 

All:  Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo.  Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo.   
 

Cantor: Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.   
You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

 

All:  Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo.  Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo.   
 

Cantor: For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the most high Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

All:  Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo.  Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo.   

 
Collect 
 
Bishop: Let us pray. 

 
Father, today we recall the dedication of this church  
to your service on this day fifty years ago. 
Let our worship always be sincere 
and help us to find your saving love in this church. 
 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

All: Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading                                                                    Isaiah 2: 1-5 
 
Sliocht as Leabar Íseáia (translation opposite) 
 
Fís Íseáia mhic Ámóz i dtaobh Iúdá agus Iarúsailéim. 
 
Titfidh sé amach san am atá le teacht 
go mbeidh an sliabh a bhfuil teach an Tiarna air 
os cionn na sléibhte, agus go dtógfar níos airde ná na cnoic é. 
Tiocfaidh na ciníocha go léir ina sruth go dtí é; 
is iomaí pobal a rachaidh ann agus a déarfaidh: 
 
“Seo linn, téimis suas go sliabh an Tiarna 
go teach Dhia Iacóib, 
chun go múine sé dúinn a shlite 
agus go siúlaimis a bhealaí. 
Óir ó Shíón rachaidh an dlí amach, 
agus ó Iarúsailéim briathar an Tiarna.” 
 
Beidh smacht aige ar na ciníocha 
agus déanfaidh sé réiteach idir an iomad pobal, 
agus buailfidh siad a gclaímhte amach ina soic chéachta 
agus a sleánna ina gcorráin. 
Ní thógfaidh na ciníocha an claíomh in aghaidh a chéile a thuilleadh 
ná ní chleachtfaidh siad cogadh níos mó. 
 
A theaghlach Iacóib, tagaigí, 
agus siúlaimis i solas an Tiarna! 
 
Sin é briathar Dé. 
 
Pobal: Buíchas le Dia. 
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Translation: 
 
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
In the days to come the mountain of the Temple of Yahweh 
Shall tower above the mountains and be lifted higher than the hills. 
All the nations will stream to it,  
peoples without number will come to it, and they will say: 
 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of Yahweh,  
to the Temple of the God of Jacob,  
that he may teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths; 
since the Law will go out from Zion,  
and the oracle of Yahweh from Jerusalem.” 
 
He will wield authority over the nations  
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles, 
Nation will not lift sword against nation,  
there will be no more training for war. 
 
O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of Yahweh. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                         Psalm 97 (98) 

 
 
Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm have brought salvation.  R/. 
 
The Lord has made known his salvation; has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love for the house of Israel.  R/. 
 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring out your joy.  R/. 
 
Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn, acclaim the King, the Lord.  R/. 
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Second Reading             1 Peter 2: 4-9 

A reading from the first letter of St. Peter 

Jesus Christ is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and 

precious to him.  Set yourselves close to him so that you too, the holy 

priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made 

acceptable to God, may be living stones making a spiritual house.  As scripture 

says: See how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone that I have chosen and the 

man who rests his trust on it will not be disappointed.  That means that for 

you who are believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by 

the builders has proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to 

bring men down.  They stumble over it because they do not believe in the 

word; it was the fate in store for them. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people 

set apart to sing the praises of God who called you out of the darkness into his 

wonderful light. 

The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                 Celtic Alleluia, Fintan O’Carroll 

 

Choir: Let the earth rejoice and sing,  
to their God all honour bring. 
Let the sky with praises ring,  
Jesus Christ is our Lord and King.  
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Gospel                               Mark 14: 12-26 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
All: And with your spirit 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark  
 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord 
 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover Lamb was sacrificed, 
the disciples of Jesus said to him, “Where do you want us to go and make the 
preparations for you to eat the Passover?”.  So he sent two of his disciples, 
saying to them, “Go into the city and you will meet a man carrying a pitcher of 
water.  Follow him, and say to the owner of the house which he enters, ‘The 
Master says: Where is my dining room in which I can eat the Passover with 
my disciples?’.  He will show you a large upper room furnished with couches, 
all prepared.  Make the preparations for us there.”  The disciples set out and 
went to the city and found everything as he had told them, and prepared the 
Passover. 
 
And as they were eating he took some bread, and when he had said the 
blessing he broke it and gave it to them.  “Take it”, he said, “this is my body”.  
Then he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he gave it to them, and 
all drank from it, and he said to them, “This is my blood, the blood of the 
covenant, which is to be poured out for many.  I tell you solemnly, I shall not 
drink any more wine until the day I drink the new wine in the kingdom of 
God.” 
 
After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Homily 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creed                                                                             Missa de Angelis 
 
                        Cantor                                                    All 
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Prayer of the Faithful 
 

 
Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

 
Offertory Hymn 
 
The Beatitudes (Plainchant) 
 
 

Offertory Procession 
 
 
Bishop: Pray, my brothers and sisters,  

that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
 

All: May the Lord accept this sacrifice from your hands,  
to the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 
Bishop: Lord, as we recall the day fifty years ago  

when you filled this church  
with your glory and holiness,  
may our lives also become an acceptable offering to you. 
Grant this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 
 
Bishop: The Lord be with you. 
 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Bishop: Lift up your hearts. 
 
All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
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Bishop: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
All:  It is right and just. 
 
 

Preface 
 
Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, 
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks. 
 
We thank you now for this house of prayer in which you bless your family 
as we come to you on pilgrimage. 
 
Here you reveal your presence by sacramental signs, 
and make us one with you through the unseen bond of grace. 
 
Here you build your temple of living stones, and bring the Church to its 
full stature as the Body of Christ throughout the world, 
to reach its perfection at last in the heavenly city of Jerusalem, 
which is the vision of your peace. 
 
In communion with all the angels and saints  
we bless and praise your greatness in the temple of your glory, as we sing: 
 
 

Sanctus                Mass of our Lady of Lourdes, Jean-Paul Lécot 
             
            All 
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Eucharistic Prayer I 
 
To you, therefore, most merciful Father, we make humble prayer and petition  
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord: that you accept and bless these gifts,  
these offerings, these holy and unblemished sacrifices, 
which we offer you firstly for your holy catholic Church.  
Be pleased to grant her peace, to guard, unite and govern her  
throughout the whole world, together with your servant Francis our Pope  
and Noel our Bishop, and all those who, holding to the truth,  
hand on the catholic and apostolic faith.  
 
Remember, Lord, your servants and all gathered here,  
whose faith and devotion are known to you.  
For them, we offer you this sacrifice of praise  
or they offer it for themselves and all who are dear to them:  
for the redemption of their souls, in hope of health and well-being,  
and paying their homage to you,  the eternal God, living and true.  
 
Celebrating the most sacred day on which blessed Mary  
the immaculate Virgin brought forth the Saviour for the world, 
and in communion with those whose memory we venerate, 
especially the glorious ever-Virgin Mary, 
Mother of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ, 
and blessed Joseph, her Spouse, your blessed Apostles and Martyrs, 
Peter and Paul, Andrew, Bernadette and all your saints. 
we ask that through their merits and prayers, 
in all things we may be defended by your protecting help. 
 
Therefore, Lord, we pray:  
graciously accept this oblation of our service, that of your whole family;  
order our days in your peace, and command that we be delivered from  
eternal damnation and be counted among the flock of those you have chosen. 
 
Be pleased, O God, we pray, to bless, acknowledge and approve this offering  
in every respect; make it spiritual and acceptable, so that it may become for 
us the Body and Blood of your most beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
On the day before he was to suffer, he took bread in his holy and venerable 
hands, and with eyes raised to heaven to you, O God, his almighty Father,  
giving you thanks, he said the blessing,  
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
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TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT, 
FOR THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.  
 
In a similar way, when supper was ended,  
he took this precious chalice in his holy and venerable hands, 
and once more giving you thanks, he said the blessing 
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying: 
 
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,  
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,  
THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,  
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY  
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.  
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.  
 
The mystery of faith: 
 

Memorial Acclamation 
                                         Mass “No Greater Love”, Michael Joncas 
              All 

 
Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the blessed Passion, 
the Resurrection from the dead,  
and the glorious Ascension into heaven of Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
we, your servants and your holy people, offer to your glorious majesty 
from the gifts that you have given us,  
this pure victim, this holy victim, this spotless victim, 
the holy Bread of eternal life and the Chalice of everlasting salvation.  
 
Be pleased to look upon these offerings with a serene and kindly 
countenance, and to accept them, as once you were pleased to accept the gifts 
of your servant Abel the just, the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith, 
and the offering of your high priest Melchizedek, 
a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.  
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In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God:  
command that these gifts be borne by the hands of your holy Angel  
to your altar on high in the sight of your divine majesty, 
so that all of us, who through this participation at the altar 
receive the most holy Body and Blood of your Son,  
may be filled with every grace and heavenly blessing.  
 
Remember also, Lord, your servants who have gone before us with the  
sign of faith and rest in the sleep of peace.  
 
Grant them, O Lord, we pray, and all who sleep in Christ,  
a place of refreshment, light and peace.  
 
To us, also, your servants, who, though sinners,  
hope in your abundant mercies, 
graciously grant some share and fellowship with your holy Apostles and 
Martyrs: with John the Baptist, Stephen, Matthias, Barnabas, Bernadette 
and all your Saints; admit us, we beseech you, into their company,  
not weighing our merits, but granting us your pardon,  
through Christ our Lord.  
 
Through whom you continue to make all these good things, O Lord; 
you sanctify them, fill them with life, bless them, and bestow them upon us.  
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, forever and ever.  
 
 

Great Amen                         Mass “No Greater Love” 
 

               All 

 
 

Communion Rite 
 
Bishop: At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
 
All:  Our Father… 
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Bishop: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 
All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.  
 
Bishop: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles; 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; 
look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 
and graciously grant her peace and unity 
in accordance with your will. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

 
All:  Amen. 
 
Bishop: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Bishop: Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
 

Agnus Dei                Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes, Lucien Deiss 
                  

                All 

 
 

Bishop: Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 
All:  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
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Communion Hymns 
 
Do This in Memory of Me (Chris Muglia) St. Bernard’s P.S. Choir 
 
Ubi Caritas (Taizé)     St. Bernadette’s Church Choir 
Where Charity and Love are, God is There 
 
Magnificat (John Michael Talbot)   St. Bernadette’s Folk Group 
My Soul Magnifies the Lord 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Bishop: Let us pray. 
  Lord, we know the joy and power of your blessing in our lives.
  As we celebrate the dedication of this church, 
  May we give ourselves once more to your service. 
  Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
 

Father Paul Armstrong, Parish Priest, addresses the congregation. 
 
 
 

Concluding Rite 
 
Bishop: The Lord be with you. 
 

All:  And with your spirit. 

 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
Bishop: The Lord of heaven and earth  

has assembled you before him this day 
 to recall the dedication of this church. 

May he fill you with the blessings of heaven. 
 

All: Amen. 
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Bishop: God the Father wills that all his children  
scattered throughout the world become one family in his Son. 
May he make you his temple, the dwelling place of his Holy Spirit. 

 

All: Amen. 
 
Bishop: May God free you from every bond of sin,  

dwell within you and give you joy. 
 May you live with him for ever in the company of all his saints. 
 

All: Amen. 
 
Bishop: May Almighty God bless you, 

The Father, and the Son + and the Holy Spirit. 
 

All: Amen. 
 
Bishop: Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Recessional Hymn                                  Katholisches Gesangbuch 
  

Holy God, we praise thy name; Lord of all, we bow before thee! 
All on earth thy sceptre own, all in Heaven above adore thee; 
Infinite thy vast domain, Everlasting is thy reign. 
 

Hark! the loud celestial hymn angel choirs above are raising, 
Cherubim and seraphim, in unceasing chorus praising; 
Fill the heavens with sweet accord: Holy, holy, holy, Lord. 
 

Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name thee; 
While in essence only one, undivided God we claim Thee; 
And adoring bend the knee, while we own the mystery. 
 

Spare thy people, Lord, we pray, by a thousand snares surrounded: 
Keep us without sin today, never let us be confounded. 
Lo, I put my trust in thee; never, Lord, abandon me. 
 
 

Trumpet Voluntary                         Jeremiah Clarke 
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